Final exam
There are two parts to the exam.  You must answer one question from each section.  Follow the instructions carefully.  Please use at least a 13-point font size and preferably one of the “cleaner” fonts like Candara, Calibri, or Helvetica (rather than, say, Times New Roman or Bookman).  The completed exam is due in my office (St Joseph’s 118) next Thursday, Dec. 13, by 4:00 pm.
Finally, I refer you to the warning on the syllabus about plagiarism: if you are in any doubt about what that means after reading the appropriate section of the student handbook, talk to me about it.  Should I discover plagiarism, you will receive an F for the assignment.  As before, you must submit your paper to Turnitin.com. 
Commentary (40 Percent)
Comment on  one (1) of the following, reflecting on the issues and themes it raises that you consider pertinent to the study of Modern Times.  A satisfactory answer will require an informed, extended discussion – that is, not wooly speculation, but a carefully considered response; not an essay, but not a couple of sentences either.
[Women] are in need of unhampered growth out of old traditions and habits.  The movement for woman’s emancipation has so far made but the first step in that direction.  It is to be hoped that it will gather strength to make another.  The right to vote, or equal civil rights, may be good demands, but true emancipation begins neither at the polls nor in the courts.  It begins in woman’s soul.  History tells us that every oppressed class gained true liberation from its masters through its own efforts.  It is necessary that woman learn that lesson, that she realize that freedom will reach as far as her power to achieve reaches.  It is, therefore, far more important for her to begin with her inner regeneration, to cut loose from the weight of prejudices, traditions, and customs.
― Emma Goldman, “The Tragedy of Woman’s Emancipation” (1910)
People are too readily resigned to fatality.  They are too ready to believe that, after all, nothing but bloodshed makes history progress and that the stronger always progresses at the expense of the weaker.  Such fatality exists perhaps.  But man’s task is not to accept it or to bow to its laws.  If he had accepted it in the earlier ages, we should still be living in prehistoric times.  The task of men of culture and faith, in any case, is not to desert historical struggles nor to serve the cruel and inhuman elements in those struggles.  It is rather to remain what they are, to help man against what is oppressing him, to favor freedom against the fatalities that close in upon it.
― Albert Camus, “Appeal for a Civilian Truce in Algeria” (February 1956)












 /OVER
[image: image1.png]



Gustave Caillebotte, “Les raboteurs de parquet [The Floor Scrapers}” (1875); click on the following link for a larger version: http://www.ibiblio.org/wm/paint/auth/caillebotte/raboteurs/scrapers.jpg
Essay (60 percent)
Answer one (1) of the following questions in a substantial essay, drawing as appropriate on all the sources – books, articles, films, and so on – you have been exposed to this semester:  Your essay should be at least 4 pages – that is, 1200 words – in length.  Again, please use at least a 13-point font size and preferably one of the “cleaner” fonts like Candara, Calibri, or Helvetica (rather than, say, Times New Roman or Bookman).
1. “Modern mankind [finds] itself in the midst of a great absence and emptiness of values and yet, at the same time, a remarkable abundance of possibilities” (Marshall Berman, All That Is Solid Melts into Air).  How have modern Western societies managed this ambiguity?
2. Write an essay discussing modernity in terms of three (3) of the following issues:
a. the crisis of cultural authority

b. the role of technology
c. identity




d. mass society and mass culture
e. the role of the individual


f. the arts 
                              

 g. self-expression versus self-denial
